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3. 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND THE JOHN OXLEY LIBRARY (APRIL/MAY 1980) 
Photographic enquiries at the John Oxley Library have included requests 
for illustrations of : 
. The ships 'Duke of Argyll', 'Vernon','Winefred', 'Blenheim', 
'Waroonga'. •• 
. The Jardlne family and their residence at Somerset. 
. The Raine Island Tower. This photograph displays some 
excellent masonry done by twenty'volunteer' convicts who, 
in 1844, made well-shaped bricks out of stone from the 
island to build the tower which stood axty-four feet high. 
. The early explorers of the Eacham Shire, namely Christie 
Palmerston and A. Douglas-Douglas. 
Photographic Acquisitions : 
. an original photograph of the staff of the Auditor-
.-," General's Department in 1909 was donated by the Premier's 
Department. 
. seventeen photographs of some North Queensland stations : 
Lake Elphinstone, Grosvenor Downs, Acacia Downs, Mt. Hillalong, 
Fort Cooper and the Bridgman family (ca. 1886-1916) copied from 
an album lent by Mrs. E. Barton, North Tamborine. 
. Thirty-six phdtographs of Emerald, Gindie and Duaringa 
(1914-1960) copied from originals lent by the Central 
Highlands Regional Library Service. 
. Thirteen portraits of Brisbane Theatre personalities in the 
early 1930s copied from an album lent by Mr. M. Power, Charters 
Towers. 
. Eleven photographs of Newmarket and Bardon including school 
photos (1918-1936) copied from photographs lent by Mr. M. McRae, 
Indooroopilly. 
. Twenty postcards and photographs of Brisbane, Belmont, Sandgate, 
Caloundra, Cordalba, Chllders, Thursday Island, Cairns and 
Mt. Cuthbert (1905-1916) donated by Mr. L. Thurecht, Wilston. 
. One hundred and forty-four photographs of the Mackay district 
featuring the constructions of the Pioneer River Bridge (1876), 
the sugar plantations and homesteads (1874-1876), and the city 
of Mackay (ca. 1890-1945) copied from originals lent by the 
Mackay City Council. 
. Seventeen early photos of the Surveyor's Board and Surveyor-
General's Department (1869-1912 and 1920s) copied from Queensland 
State Archives. 
. Three original photographs of Queensland Sheffield Shield 
Cricket Teams and Country Representative Teams donated by 
Mr. B. Stevenson, Waterford. 
4. 
Twenty-eight photographs of the Miriam Vale and Bororen 
districts (ca. 1895-1961) copied from originals lent by 
Mr. J. Bates, Miriam Vale. 
Eight albums of Blackall and Toowoomba districts featuring 
excellent amateur photography (1902-1930) doanted by Mr. R. 
Allan, Blackall. 
Two photographs of the Brisbane Ambulance and Transport 
Brigade (1895) copied from originals lent by Mr. B. Nelson, 
Murwillumbah. 
Fifty-one photographs of the Queensland National Bank 
branches (1880-1954) copied from the National Bank Archives. 
Mounting your photographs 
There are some known disadvantages in mounting historical photographs. 
These are 
(1) Most adhesives are chemically harmful to the print 
(2) If the mounting board is broken then the print is liable 
to be damaged at the same time and 
(3) Removing the print from its mount involves further risk 
of damage. 
However similar damage results from constant handling and exhibiting and in 
this case, often mounting on a stiff backing or in an album can save the print 
from tearing, curling, or punctures. 
The best mounting board is rag board, not board made from pulverized 
wood as it contains acids which invade the paper of the print itself. 
Glues that are made from animal or vegetable matter, those that attract 
or contain moisture and those that are not removable without harming the print 
are not recommended for historical photographs. Starch paste comes close to • 
being a good adhesive but it still attracts moisture. A synthetic adhesive 
designed for mounting photographs is essential. Scotch magic tape should be 
used to attach a caption to the back of the photography if needed. However, tape 
is not a substitute for an adhesive for obvious reasons and even if used only 1;o 
attach the photograph to the page at middle back, it cannot hold the print 
securely flat and neat. 
The album worth purchasing for your photographs is one containing 
polyester enveloped pages. Polyester is an inert material and therefore has no 
chemical reaction with the substances in the print. 
Another suggestion for safe storage of a print is the laminating process. 
A print can be professionally laminated at a reasonable price. However, it has 
been found that the heat process involved (which can reach lOCc) and the 
Immense pressure held on the material for 30-45 seconds can be very damaging to 
the historical photograph, especially albumen prints. 
* * * * * * * * * * ,.. .*a 
5. 
Research Report 
Organized musical activity has played a part in most Queensland 
centres from their earliest days. Though we are aware that our holdings in 
this important field are not rich, and we should be happy to add to them, we 
do hold some Interesting items. 
Our most recent acquisition in this field was the papers of the Guild 
of Australian Composers, Queensland, 1940-1965, this being the whole period of 
the Guild's existence. The material includes copies of members' compositions. 
(OM 80-16). 
Other papers held are : 
Brisbane Apollo Choir (formerly Brisbane Liedertafel) Minutes 
1885-1907 (OM 65-7) 
Queensland State and Municipal Choir (formerly Brisbane 
Musical Union) Minutes 1922 - 1934 (OM 79-38) 
Brisbane Austral Choir. Minutes 1919 to 1925 (OM 79-39) 
Charters Towers Liedertafel. Letter Book 1910-1915 
(OM 80-40) 
Brisbane Music Week Investigation Committee. Correspondence 
1934 (OM 79-52/9) 
Queensland Music Council- Minutes, 1935-1939 (OM 79-71) 
Howell, Henry. With a smile and a song, the Queensland Opera 
Company from 1968 to mid 1973 (OM 73-31) 
Brisbane Amateur Operatie Society. Scrap book and correspondence 
1914-1918 (OM 79-55) 
Vforks by the late Mr. Percy Brier on the history of music in Queensland are 
held in the main J.O.L. collection as follows : 
. One hundred years and more of music in Queensland 
Autobiography of a musician. Brisb, 1973 (R.B.) 
The pioneers of music in Queensland (Brisb, Musical Association 
of Qld. 1962) 
History of the Musical Association of Queensland (paper read at 
a meeting of the Association in April 1946) 
Brief biographical information on Mrs. Willmore is held at 
OM 78-1 and on Frank Harry Fowler at OM 79-64/14 
Cutting books relating to music and musicians and programmes of 
musical events, will be found in the Prideaux Papers (OM 65-1)and 
also in the main JOL collection. 
There is a small amount of correspondence relating to musical affairs 
in the Sydney May Papers (OM 70-46) and of correspondence received by Nancye 
Bridges concernign programmes at the Cremorne theatre 
'B.p-
The library also holds a small amount of sheet music by Australian 
composers^ and some time ago began to collect sound recordings of Australian 
interest in the anticipation of facilities for the playing of such material 
being available in the future. 
We would be interested to learn of the existence of other papers 
relating to Queensland musical groups, personalities, or events. 
Field Work 
Report of a field trip to south-western Queensland in June. 
Leaving Brisbane at 6.30a.m. Monday 9th June, I arrived at Znglewood 
where I contacted the Shire Council and was assisted considerably by Mrs. Dell 
Dowllng who also provided me with contacts in the town. I spoke to a number of 
these people. In the afternoon I visited Mrs. Cay of Whetstone Station and 
discussed with her the possibility of photographs and material being borrowed 
for copying by the John Oxley Library. Mrs. Cay has lent a photograph album, 
stock register, Lawson's reminiscences of station life, a scrapbook, and corres-
pondence of Mr. W.J. Tomkins. 
On Tuesday I contacted the editor of the Goondiwindi Argus who was 
very cooperative. Unfortunately, their holdings date only from the mid-fifties, 
due to damage by flood on a number of occasions. Mr. Graham Tod, former 
President of the Goondiwindi Historical Society, was also contacted. In the 
afternoon, I drove to Tara and contacted Mrs. C. Norton, the secretary of the 
Tara Historical Society. This is a new society, having been in existence for 
approximately four years. At present the Society is negotiating for a home. 
The owners of the Dalby Herald, Mr. & Mrs. Flower, were most cooperative 
and informative. As with so many country nev/spapers, the damages exerted by 
fire and flood have been extensive, and the issues are few and of later date. 
There are however, a few miscellaneous papers : single issues of the Dalby Herald 
in the years 1866, 1878, 1885, 1886, 1891, 1895, 1897, 1899, 1903, 1907-8 and 
1920; two issues of the Dalby Democrat, 1912; Pips Weekly (Darling Downs), 1929i 
the Dalby Record and the Darling Downs Advertiser, 1901; and the last issue of 
the Thargomindah Herald, 1930. 
At Pittsworth I visited the editor of the Pittsworth Sentinel. This is 
a local newspaper which commenced as the Pittsworth Herald in 1899. It went 
under, resurfaced as the Pittsworth Advocate which also went under, and in 1901, 
the Pittsworth Sentinel was established. The holdings here commence on 
1 January, 1919, and are in excellent condition. Local news from Millmerran, 
Southbrook, Brookstead and Mt. Tyson is included. 
At Clifton I spoke to the editor of the Clifton Courier v*o is concerned 
about the preservation of the holdings of this newspaper. The earliest seen 
was 1908, but the editor believes that there may be a complete run from 1902. 
The papers, unfortunately, have been rolled. This combined with the nature of 
the paper used for newsprint, means that these holdings are in a very fragile 
state, and extensive conservation work to render them useable would be needed. 
The editor was most helpful and wishes to see these papers treated in the best 
possible manner. 
7. 
The editor of the Chinchilla News and Murilla Advertiser was helpful 
but again fire and flood have eroded the holdings, and there has been little 
salvaged. Some issues of the later 1920s are extant, but are not in a good 
condition. 
* * * * * * * * * * 
Members of the Oxley staff are always willing to advise the general 
public and societies on conservation, preservation and methods of storage of 
materials. Should you think we can help, please write to the library. 
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Climbers on the Range, Toowoomba, c. 1912. Copied from the 
original lent by Mr K.S. Bigg. The origin.- 1 photographer 
was I<'«A. Bigg. 
